Guidelines for evaluating tools for clinical decision making.
Managed care is designed to reduce healthcare costs by controlling use of services and by improving quality outcomes. Preparation of nurses to practice in a health management environment mandates clear understanding of this new environment Nursing educators should focus on the spectrum of health services and enhance the nurses'ability to assess patients independently, implement health plans, and be responsible for outcomes. Nurses must understand how clinical decision-making tools facilitate planning care to maximize use of resources. The authors describe the construction and evaluation of a learning strategy that involves the use of guidelines to evaluate clinical decision-making tools. Two examples are presented: evaluating clinical pathways in a case management project and evaluating algorithm (practice guideline) outcome data from a prenatal population case study from a local health maintenance organization.